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archaic, like Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, we greatly hesitate
(far more than our ancestors did) before attempting to mod-
ernize it. Classic rank imposes upon a text a frozen dignity
perilously akin to death. With a translation, our freedom is
restored. Professor Zeitlin, for instance, in his very fine edition
of Montaigne's Essays, did not feel compelled to reprint Cot-
ton's version verbatim. The French are still trying to translate
Shakespeare: it is to be hoped that each new version is both
more Shakespearian and more French than the last. It is meet
that every century, nay every generation, should have its own
Homer and its own Dante. T. E. Lawrence's Odyssey and
W. H. D. Rouse's Story of Odysseus, in a most welcome
fashion, have renewed the freshness of that great tale of ad-
venture.

Our conception of World Literature, to sum up this long
discussion, is but the negation of a negation. It is the refusal
to accept as final, in matters of the spirit, the limitations of
political allegiance or local dialect. Our field is living literature.
Whatever quickens in us the sense of life is part of our litera-
ture, even though it was first said in Hebrew or in Greek.
Conversely, a writer may still be active, and he may use the
purest "American": if he means nothing to us, he is dead.

In thus defining the domain of literature without reference
to the map, we are not preaching internationalism: we are only
noting elementary and uncontroverted facts. It is those who
would introduce the question of nationality into the esthetic
field who are guilty of injecting a political element where it
does not belong. This is as futile as to inject it into religion or
science. In culture, internationalism is the basic fact. Isolation,
autarky, is delusion or self-mutilation.

But this brand of internationalism is perfectly compatible
with the highest patriotism. If we love our own community, we
shall be all the more eager to enrich it with the best which
has been thought and said in the world 5 and, reciprocally, we
shall desire to contribute our best to the common hoard of